[Date]
[Name of MP] MP
Member for [Electorate]
Queensland Parliament 
Dear 
Re: Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements – protecting the safety of Queenslanders with disability
I am writing as a Queenslander with disability and as a constituent of [electorate] about proposed changes to Commonwealth disaster recovery funding arrangements.
I am asking for your support as an elected representative of Queensland Parliament to continue to strongly advocate for disaster funding arrangements that recognise Queensland’s circumstances and protect the safety, preparedness and resilience of people with disability.
For people with disability, disaster preparedness, response and recovery are not simply questions about government funding. They directly affect whether we can prepare for disasters, receive the information and assistance we need during an emergency, and recover safely afterwards.
[Optional – add your personal experience here.]
People with disability can face additional barriers during disasters and may depend on accessible information, reliable support networks, transport, continuity of health and disability supports, safe evacuation arrangements and locally coordinated emergency responses. These issues can be particularly significant in regional, rural and remote communities where services, transport and other supports may already be limited. 
Queensland communities also experience different risks and circumstances. The needs of people with disability in Far North Queensland, rural and remote communities, regional centres and South East Queensland will not always be the same. Queensland needs sufficient flexibility within disaster funding arrangements to respond to local circumstances and individual needs. 
I am concerned that any reduction or narrowing of Commonwealth funding could place additional pressure on Queensland’s ability to invest in preparedness, resilience, rapid response and locally appropriate recovery.
It is particularly important that disaster funding continues to support work that happens before a disaster occurs, as well as the need to focus on people and building resilience, rather than focusing primarily on rebuilding infrastructure afterwards.
Since 2018, Queenslanders with Disability Network (QDN) has worked with the Queensland Government, local councils, people with disability and other organisations to strengthen Disability Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction. This has included person-centred emergency preparedness initiatives that help people with disability identify their individual risks, understand what supports they may need during an emergency and develop practical emergency plans. 
(Talk about what work you have done/your interest in this/why it is important) 
This work demonstrates why sustained investment in preparedness and resilience matters. People with disability need to be involved in disaster planning before emergencies occur, and local communities need the capacity to plan inclusively.
I ask you, as my local State Member of Parliament, to support the Queensland Government continuing to advocate to the Commonwealth for disaster funding arrangements that:
· recognise Queensland’s significant and recurrent exposure to natural disasters and maintain an appropriate Commonwealth contribution to disaster costs;
· provide certainty for immediate disaster response activities;
· maintain meaningful investment in disaster preparedness, resilience, risk reduction and betterment;
· allow exceptional assistance to be provided quickly when communities need additional support;
· retain sufficient flexibility for Queensland and local communities to respond to local circumstances and need; and
· specifically assess the impact of proposed funding changes on people with disability and others who may experience additional risks and barriers during disasters.
I am available to meet with you and I would appreciate your support in raising these issues with the relevant Queensland Ministers and advocating for Queensland’s disaster funding arrangements to continue to support disability-inclusive preparedness, resilience, response and recovery.
Yours sincerely,

