[Date]
[Name of MP/Senator]
[Title]
[Electorate/Office]
Dear 
Re: Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements – impacts for people with disability
I am writing as a Queenslander with disability in regard to the current proposed  Federal Government changes to disaster recovery funding arrangements and the importance of ensuring the needs and safety of people with disability are considered. 
For people with disability, disaster preparedness, response and recovery are important funding and policy issues that we have been working on in Queensland for the past seven years.  
[Optional – add your personal experience here and your role in DIDRR peer leadership)
People with disability can face additional risks before, during, and after disasters. We may rely on accessible information, continuity of disability and health supports, accessible transport and evacuation options, power for essential equipment, safe housing and strong local support networks.
These issues can be even more significant for people living in regional, rural and remote Queensland, where services and supports may already be limited and communities can experience prolonged disruption following a disaster.
Queensland is highly exposed to natural disasters and experiences a higher number of disasters than other states and territories. It is therefore important that changes to Commonwealth disaster funding do not unintentionally reduce the capacity of Queensland communities to invest in preparedness and resilience, respond quickly when disasters occur, or provide flexible and locally appropriate recovery assistance.
I am particularly concerned that changes to funding arrangements could affect availability of funding and resources to deliver disability-inclusive disaster preparedness and locally led initiatives that help people with disability understand their risks, develop individual preparedness plans and work with local councils, emergency services and community organisations.
Since 2018, QDN and people with disability have worked alongside the Queensland Government and other partners on Disability Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction. This work recognises that people with disability need to be involved in planning and decision-making before disasters occur, rather than having their needs considered only once an emergency happens.
A nationally consistent disaster funding framework is important, but it also needs enough flexibility to respond to different communities and individual circumstances. What is needed in Far North Queensland, a remote community or a regional town may be different from what is needed in metropolitan South East Queensland.
It is important that future disaster funding arrangements:
· maintain an appropriate Commonwealth contribution that recognises Queensland’s significant and recurrent exposure to natural disasters;
· provide certainty for immediate disaster response and maintain effective investment in preparedness, resilience and disaster risk reduction;
· enable exceptional assistance to be approved and provided quickly when communities need additional support;
· include an explicit assessment of how proposed changes will affect people with disability; and
· meaningfully consult with people with disability and disability representative organisations before the new arrangements are finalised.
Most importantly, I ask that decisions about disaster funding recognise that disability-inclusive disaster preparedness is a safety issue. 
[Optional personal closing: For me, this matters because… Add 1–3 sentences about why disaster preparedness and recovery are important to you, your family or your community.]
I ask you to raise these issues with the relevant Commonwealth Ministers and agencies. I am available to meet with you to discuss the issues further and I look forward to hearing from you. 
Yours sincerely,
[Name]
[Suburb/town and electorate – optional]
[Email/phone – optional]

