
 

           
 
 

 

 
                        

 

 

 

 

QDN   
ANNUAL  GENERAL  

MEETING  
2022  ACN  161  701  944 

Date:  Saturday,  29  October  2022  

Venue:  Brisbane  Town  Hall  –  Kedron  Room  

64  Adelaide  Street,  Brisbane  City  

10:00  am  to  12:00  noon  
20th  Anniversary  Celebration  Luncheon  Following   

ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING  OPENED  AT  10:05  AM   
 
Members  Present:  as  registered/signed  in  
 
Guests,  Observers  and  Meeting  Support  Present:    
  QDN  CEO,  Paige  Armstrong  
  QDN  staff  and  personal  care  workers  
  Peter  Gesch,  Haywards  Chartered  Accountants  
 
Apologies  –  Invited  Guests:    

 
Apologies  –  Members   
Ted  Jones  
Cheryl  Garson   
Cody  Skinner  
Josie  McMahon  
Nick  Darby  
 
Quorum  Achieved.   

OPENING  FORMALITIES  
Des  Ryan,  Chair  QDN  Board  declared  AGM  open  at  10.05  
  
Acknowledgement  of  Country  –  by  Willie  Prince   Observed.   
 
1.  Conflict  of  Interest  Disclosures  
 None  disclosed.   
 
2.  Minutes  of  previous  AGM  –  tabled  to  the  meeting.   Minutes  were  read  by   
 Company  Secretary,  Colleen  Papadopoulos  QDN  Board  of  Directors  
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Resolution:   The  Minutes  of  the  AGM  of  Queenslanders  with  Disability  Network  
Inc  held  on  19  February  2022  be  accepted  as  a  true  and  fair  record  of  the  
meeting.   

 
Moved:   Willie  Prince    Seconded:  James  Nono  
Opposed:   None  Abstaining:   Carried  by  Show  of  Hands   

3.   Business  Arising  –  Acknowledgement  of  the  passing  of  two  very  dear  QDN  
Members  in  the  2021-22  FY:  Matt  McCracken  and  Wendy  Lovelace   

ORDINARY  BUSINESS  –  REPORTS  FOR  THE  2021-22  FINANCIAL  YEAR  

4.  Chair  and  Directors  Report:   Des  Ryan   
The  Chair  commenced  by  acknowledging  the  significance  of  the  QDN’s  20th  Year  
as  a  moment  to  recognise  this  achievement  together.   He  felt  it  fitting  
anniversary  on  which  to  announce  the  retirement  of  QDN’s  CEO,  Paige  
Armstrong,  praising  her  strategic  skills  and  her  ability  to  lead  with  conviction,  
and  strength.    The  Chair  felt  certain  few  could  match  Paige’s  energy  and  
enthusiasm,  and  pronounced  her  networking  and  circle  of  influence  as  
extraordinary.   Paige  will  be  succeeded  by  her  long-serving  Executive,  Michelle  
Moss,  who  we  all  know  to  have  exceptional  skills  and  knowledge  to  lead  us  into  
the  next  twenty  years.   
 
The  Chair  presented  his  written  report,  reflecting  on  the  year  past  with  a  sense  
of  pride,  respect  and  admiration  for  the  commitment  shown  by  his  fellow  QDN  
Board  members,  CEO  Paige  Armstrong,  staff  and  of  course,  members.   The  
Chair  stated  that  ‘for  me  the  theme  of  the  year  has  been  VOICE  –  our  members’  
voice  speaking  the  message  of  ‘nothing  about  us  without  us’  has  never  been  
louder  and  more  united’.   The  Chair  pointed  to  the  many  successes  where  the  
QDN  member’s  voice  has  strongly  informed  and  influenced  issues  that  matter  
to  people  with  disability.   QDN  key  campaign  and  advocacy  have  included  the  
2032  Brisbane  Games,  the  NDIS,  e-scooters,  tax  and  passenger  issues  and  the  
Federal  Election.   We  have  grown  the  size  and  the  capacity  of  our  members  
through  our  Emerging  Leaders  program  and  have  work  to  engage  our  members  
in  a  way  that  informs,  connects,  leads  and  influences.   
 
The  Chair  reviewed  many  of  the  successes  and  changes  faced  over  the  previous  
year,  crediting  the  members  and  volunteers,  the  staff  and  executive  and  the  
board.    

5.  CEO’s  Report:  Paige  Armstrong  
The CEO thanked the Chair for his kind words and acknowledgement, stating 
that she has been proud to work for such an incredible organisation and feeling 
‘a sense of wonder at QDN’s capacity to adapt, grow and make change amidst 
continually challenging circumstances’. 
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The  CEO  made  mention  of  the  many  innovative  strategies  and  programs  that  
QDN  has  launched,  the  universities  and  government  departments  it  has  
partnered  with,  and  the  leaders  that  have  emerged  from  our  membership.    
 
The  CEO  gave  particular  mention  to  QDeNage,  Power  of  Peers,  Targeted  
Outreach,  Digital  Inclusion,  Emerging  Leaders,  and  the  co-designed  peer-led  
Person  Centred  Emergency  Preparedness.     
 
The  CEO  noted  the  loss  of  two  disability  advocates  and  members  of  QDN,  
Wendy  Lovelace  and  Matt  McCracken,  both  of  whom  made  enormous  
contributions  to  QDN,  their  communities  and  to  leading  and  influencing  change  
at  state  and  national  levels.    
 
The  CEO  thanked  the  dedicated  QDN  members,  peer  leaders  and  QDeNgage  
consultants  for  their  willingness  to  provide  support  and  connection  to  others  
and  to  engage  in  policy  issue  to  inform  and  influence.    The  CEO  thanked  her  
staff  for  their  hard  work  and  the  board  for  their  leadership  and  governance.   
The  CEO  concluded  with  her  farewell  as  CEO  expressing  that  she  has  enjoyed  
every  minute  of  the  time  she  has  served,  and  affirming  her  confidence  that  
QDN  will  be  in  good  hands  with  Michelle  Moss  as  its  new  CEO.   
 

 

 

 

6.  Financial  and  Auditor’s  Report:  Haywards  Chartered  Accountants  
 

The  Auditor,  Peter  Gesch,  Haywards  Chartered  Accountants,  presented  the  
Auditor  Report  for  the  2021-22  Financial  Year,  stating  opinion  the  financial  
report  of  QDN  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  Division  60  of  the  ACNC  
Act  2012  including  given  a  true  and  fair  view  of  the  QDN’s  financial  position  as  
of  30  June  2022  and  of  its  financial  performance  and  cash  flows  for  the  year  
ended  on  that  date.  
 
Auditor  Peter  Gesch  declared  an  Unqualified  report.    
 
Presenters  remained  at  the  front  of  the  meeting  to  field  questions  from  
Members  about  their  reports.   

MOTION  TO  ACCEPT  AND  APPROVE  REPORTS  AS  PRESENTED  

Motion:   To  Accept  and  Approve  the  Chair’s  Report,  the  CEO’s  Report   
 
Moved:  Gary  Matthews     Seconded:  Wayne  Maitland  
 
Carried  by  Show  of  Hands    None  Against.    None  Abstaining.       
 
Motion:   To  Accept  Auditor’s  Report  as  presented,  and  to  continue  with  the  current  
auditor  (Haywards  Chartered  Accountants)  for  the  FY  2022-23  
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Moved: Gary Matthews Seconded: Alexander Cole 
Carried by Show of Hands None Against. None Abstaining. 

RECOGNITION  OF  SERVICE  AWARDS  

The  CEO  announced  that  Recognition  of  Service  Awards,  including  Lifetime  
Membership  Awards  will  be  part  of  the  20th  Celebration  Lunch  following  the  AGM.    
 

ELECTION  OF  THE  BOARD  BY  MEMBERS    

Three experienced Directors are up for rotation this year in order to allow the Board to 
be renewed (Gary Matthews, Des Ryan and Peter Gurr). Dr John MacPherson AM will 
retire after twenty years of service as director of the board, dating back to QDN’s 
foundation. 

The Company Secretary reported that a total of 90 ballots were returned by ordinary 
members, all of which were valid. The Company Secretary called the Returning Officer 
and Scrutineer to provide the report results of their independent tally of votes. 

7.  Election  of  Directors  by  Secret  Ballot  /  Ordinary  Resolution  
The members were advised that the election of directors is by a simple majority 
of 50% or more, consistent with the rules for ordinary resolutions of Sec 9 in 
the Corporations Act (Cth) 2001. The Returning Officer and Scrutineer 
announced the top four nominees receiving the highest number of votes. 

             i. Ordinary Resolution 1 – election of Elected Director Position 1 
The Company Secretary declared Nerine Williams as Elected Director for 
a 4 year term commencing on this day, 29 October 2022, receiving 48 
votes by secret ballot. 

           ii. Ordinary Resolution 2 – election of Elected Director Position 2 
The Company Secretary declared Des Ryan as Elected Director to 
continue as Director for a 4 term commencing on this day, 29 October 
2022, receiving 43 votes by secret ballot 

           iii. Ordinary Resolution 3 – election of Elected Director Position 3 
The Company Secretary declared Gary Matthews as Elected Director to 
continue as Director for a 4 term commencing on this day, 29 October 
2022, receiving 42 votes by secret ballot 

           iv. Ordinary Resolution 4 – election of Elected Director Position 4 
The Company Secretary declared Talitha Kingsmill as Elected Director 
for a 4 year term commencing on this day, 29 October 2022, receiving 
35 votes by secret ballot 
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Resolution to accept the election results and celebrate the rise of the first QDN 
Board to be composed more predominantly of women than of men in the 
history of the QDN, and to confirm Board Directors as elected (Nerine Williams, 
Des Ryan, Gary Matthews and Talitha Kingsmill) to terms commencing or 
continuing on this day, 29 October 2022 

Moved: John McPherson Seconded: Jane Britt, Sharon Boyce 
Carried by Show of Hands None Against. None Abstaining 

8.  Closing  Remarks  and  Acknowledgements  
The election results were followed with a burst of enthusiasm from the 
members and directors alike, as spontaneous send-offs and valedictories 
erupted across the room. Many acknowledged the service of retiring directors 
John MacPherson and Peter Gurr, as well as the Company Secretary Colleen 
Papadopoulos and of course, Paige Armstrong. There was a lot of excitement 
about the new board and its new directors, Nerine Williams and Talitha 
Kingsmill. John MacPherson announced his delight at realizing his long hoped 
for goal of a board with predominantly more women directors, stating he 
would have resigned much earlier if that would have been the result. 

Everyone  retired  happily  to  the  20th  Anniversary  Celebratory  Lunch.   

The  QDN  Annual  General  Meeting  was  declared  closed  at  11.20  PM  
Confirmed as a true record 

_____________________________________________ _______/____/_______ 
Chair QDN Board of Directors Date 
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